This pamphlet is designed to help commercial growers of specialty vegetable crops select pest control measures for use against insects, weeds, and diseases in their farming operations. Many of the crops listed here are relatively new to California, and few or no pesticides may be specifically registered for use on those crops. The crop protection materials selected for use in this publication have a broad range of activity in controlling or managing most vegetable pests. It is very important that you use only those pesticides listed for your specific crop or pest, whether it be insect, weed, or disease.
We encourage you to consult a pest control professional or a University of California Cooperative Extension farm advisor for the best pest management recommendation. Safe and effective pest control relies on the proper monitoring and identification of pests and beneficial insects. Cultural and biological control measures should be considered and implemented if possible. Chemical control measures should only be used when you expect crop losses to exceed the cost of control and when other control measures are ineffective. When it comes to maximizing the benefits of pest management measures, proper timing and application methods are often as important as the choice of material.
You should also make yourself familiar with such terms as Signal Word, Restricted Entry Interval (REI), and Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) . These terms are explained below.
SIGNAL WORD
The signal word gives the user a general idea of how toxic or harmful a pesticide product is to people. The signal word always appears on the front of the label in easily seen letters.
A highly hazardous pesticide will always have the word "DANGER" on the label. If the pesticide is hazardous because it is highly poisonous, the label will carry the word "POISON" accompanied by a skull and crossbones along with "DANGER."
A pesticide that is moderately hazardous or toxic will have the word "WARNING" on the label.
The least hazardous pesticides have the word "CAUTION" on the label. Even these pesticides can be harmful if they are used carelessly.
RESTRICTED ENTRY INTERVAL (REI)
The Restricted Entry Interval is the period of time you must wait before it is safe to go into a field that has been treated with a particular pesticide. You should not go into the field without special protective clothing until the restricted entry period is over. This period usually lasts from 12 hours to 3 days, but it may extend to several weeks for some pesticides.
The federal REI is listed on the pesticide label under Agricultural Use or next to the crop or application method to which it applies. Keep in mind, however, that for a number of pesticides California regulations have established REIs that are longer than those found on the label. The Agricultural Commissioner in your county can provide you with a list of current California REIs. If you must enter a field before the restricted entry period is over, you must wear appropriate clothing and equipment.
PRE-HARVEST INTERVAL (PHI) STATEMENT
The Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) is the period of time after the application of a pesticide to a crop during which harvest of that crop is prohibited. This interval is necessary to ensure that the crop will meet the established pesticide residue tolerances.
The crop or crop group you are treating must be included on the label of the pesticide that you are using.
ROTATIONAL CROP RESTRICTION
Users of any pesticide are cautioned to read the label for any restrictions on planting certain crops in the same field after using the pesticide on a current crop. 
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These guidelines represent the best information currently available to the authors and are intended to help you in making the best choices for an IPM program. Not all registered materials are mentioned and the registration status of pesticides may change from year to year. Always check with the label and with local Agricultural Commissioners for the most up-to-date information regarding registration, restrictions on pesticide use, and re-entry intervals. Updated information on pesticide use may also be obtained from the California State Department of Food and Agriculture, the University of California Integrated Pest Management Project and local Cooperative Extension offices. Permits for pesticide use are issued by the local Agricultural Commissioner's office and are required for the application of any pesticide on food crops grown for sale in California.
